Barry Ferguson - Red Centre to Gold Coast Trial 200 8

Imagine driving a car for 18,885
kilometres over 14 days — and I'm not
asking you to imagine doing this in a car
built in 2008. The year is 1979 and
Barry Ferguson climbs inside an HDT
Commodore and takes part in the
gruelling Repco Reliability Trial with
Wayne Bell and Dave Boddy.

One of three Commodores specially built for the event, Barry and his co-
drivers steer the car to be part of the historic 1-2-3 victories for the HDT
Commodores. Barry and his team come second only to the legendary Peter
Brock and his team. _

Now fast forward to 2007. Barry's son
Peter comes across some old papers
for the HDT Commodore. A phone call
was all it took to rediscover the loyal
machine. OId faithful was patiently
waiting for Barry and was in pretty
good condition, all things considered.

And so, the task of restoration began. Barry, Peter and Barry’s navigator,
David Johnson worked tirelessly to bring the HDT back to life. The deadline —
September 10 — the Red Centre to Gold Coast Trial. Preparation for a trial like
this is not as easy as it sounds. Not only did the intrepid trio have to restore
the car, they also had to prepare her for the rally — a double makeover.

A time consuming labour of love saw
Barry heading to each point of the
compass in Sydney as he Vvisited
various specialists picking up engines,
gearboxes and diffs. Whilst restoring
the interior, further memories came
flooding back, when a 1979 two-cent
coin was found tucked in the seat. A
good luck penny we hope!

The Red Centre to Gold Coast trial is held over twelve days and 7,000
kilometres. There are some extremely long driving days that would tax even
the fittest person. However, this does not deter our rally driving
Septuagenarian Barry and his navigator, David Johnson.

Barry has had an enviable rally career winning the New South Wales Rally
Championship nine times (yes, nine times). He also won the Southern Cross
Rally twice and finished second four times. And as if that is not enough, he
also came second in the 1964 and 1979 Round Australia events. So clearly
Barry knows how to prepare for the endurance required for these rallies.



So on September 10, with the support
of major sponsor, Summit Leasing,
Barry will once again climbed into the
HDT Commodore with David and
heads off around Australia. The
adventure of the outback and the
camaraderie of the other Red Centre
to Gold Coast participants is what
Barry looked forward to. For more
detailed information you can go to
http://www.redcentretogoldcoasttrial.com.au




